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A 4 an attarney with Phillips Murrah's
encrgy and natural resources
practice group, Jim Roth is all about
being green. So he had to practice what
he preaches when it came time to build a
home, br poing the sustainable route,

That wasn't a problem for him.

“We are all connected to the earth that
provides for vs,” Roth savs. “1 just have
the thought thar we have a responsibility
to do right by ic.”

Easier said than done. After studving
topographical and flood plain maps, he
found a site appropriate for the abode he
wanted on 17 acres on the city's northeast
side, just off Wilshive Blvd, But letters to
the land owners resulted only in rejection
after rejection.

It At everything he was looking for,
right down to sitting on a hill with a
view toward the south (and the state
Capitol), But it took the former Oklahoma
corporate commissioner and county
commissioner literally vears o secure
the spot. His luck changed when he was
thumbing through land records one
weekend and saw that the property had
changed hands.

The new owners: friends of his,

“So Tapproached them about the
northern half of their 17 acres,” Roth says.
“Talways wanted to find a place that felt
serene, had some agriculcoral or rural feel
to i, bue very modern,”

Omne wouldn't have thought “serene” or
“modern” at the time. The property was
home to a dilapidated 19405 cinderblock
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house, as well as two rotting Ford pickup
trucks, some rabbit hutches, chicken
coops and three Dumpsters full of delris
and scrap metal.

“1t was really kind of an
environmental hazard, 2o it was nice to
take it from that to what 1 hope, I think, is
a small ecological footprint,” Roth says,

ON A PRAYER

And how, Calling upon local architect Jay
Yowell of IV Architecture to design his
ceo-riendly deeam home, Roth wairted
patiently as construction took 20 months.
His move-in dace was this past March.

“T wanted a home that felt comfortable
and peaceful, and vet, s maternal feeling,
So you end up with 2 small home that is
on a large piece of land,” Roth says, “That
is very unusual. Conventional lending
doesn’t appreciate thar, Tean rell youw.”

Ever avoice for going green, he says
he believes people overbuild more house
than they need, without thinking about
the costs it takes 1o run the residence,

However, he had, His new, two-
bedroom, self-sustaining home is all-
electric, has its own water well and septic
system, and utilizes three geothermal
units for heating and air conditioning,
relving on a half-dozen geothermal wells
on the property,

Walls stand 11 inches thick with
Styrofoam and conerete for thermal
efficiency. White marerial on the roof

JIMROTH

refleces light, so the sun isn't constantly
bearing down on the AC. To reduce heat
lass, the house has few windows on its
north gide, Hot water operates on-
demand, so0 he's nol paving to heat it 24,7,

“1 was on a wing and prayer for some
of this, because it wasn't until we got it
built and starting using the home in its
full capacicy that T got a utilicy bill to
confirm 1 got it righe,” Roth says, “Last
month, I got my first utility bill, and it was
§77. There's no city services, because 1
recycle. There's very little trash.”

The project was a learning expericnce



for both Roth and Yowell, who had never
before built a house from the ground up.
The architect savs others can duplicate
their results.

“The main objective was to show that
a medern, contemporary, green home
could be built in Olklahoma,” Yowell says,
“There are not too many of them. You can
do this, ton.”

FOUND HORIZON

[nside, the details of Rotl's home pay
tribute to the land on which it sits,

Roth himselfl created the looe-to-
ceiling collage in his bedroom; the piece

“The main objective
was to show that a
modern, contemporary,
green home could be
built in Oklahoma.”

JAY YOWELL

depicts the earth, grass and sky, with
pieces of blueprints and plans worked

in. Even photos from various phases of
construction are included, cut into shapes

of leaves taken from the property.

Kitchen and bath cabinets are

suspended for the sake of motion-sensor
fluorescent lighting underneach. Sinks
and bathroom fixtures are low-water, All
the appliances are high-cficicncy,
“They're intentionally designed to
be below the counter, just for the sake of
avoiding visual eye pollution,” Roth says,
Another ocular-opulent touch was the
home's consistent use of horizontal lines,
which Roth picked up from green design
bonks,
“Horizontal lines help a home feel
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maore appropriate to the property,” he



so all the wall tile is horizontal, the
in the cabinets in horizontal, the
handles are horizontal — all to help your
mind feel more grounded o ic”

As he savs, “it’s che little things.”

Such as the bathroom countertops,
constructed out of recveled glass with
fircmen in South Oklahoma City who
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/50 and brown beer bottles,

“T'm proud to admit T actually drank
some of the product,” Rath s 1 threw
in a couple bottles of Bombay Sapphire
gin, just because T like that light blue.” @@
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